
 

 
 

 

 
Virginia Primary School 

Homework Policy 
 

Rights Respecting School 
We are a Rights Respecting School and this policy supports the following articles from the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child: 
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. 
Article 31: Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic 
activities. 
 
 
Our Vision 
We want Virginia Primary School to be a community of happy, confident, motivated lifelong learners. 
We want our children to be successful citizens who value themselves and each other. Therefore, we 
are continually striving to ensure that we nurture, challenge and enable each and every one to be the 
very best they can be in all areas of school life. 
 
 
 

Rationale 
According to research completed by the Education Endowment Foundation, homework is most 
impactful when it is linked to learning in the classroom and focuses on a particular area, e.g. fluency. 
For this reason, at Virginia Primary, we focus on three key areas to develop core skills: 
• increasing reading fluency,  
• familiarisation with key spelling patterns to support writing fluency, and  
• fluency in number facts and times tables. 
 
Alongside supporting the acquisition of basic literacy and numeracy facts, we set half termly topic 
projects. These support our wider homework learning aim of developing the children’s creativity, 
communication, collaboration and critical thinking. 
 
  
With pupil and parent voice, we have identified the following reasons for regular homework at Virginia 
Primary School: 
● It supports parental involvement and develops collaboration between child and parent.  
● It gives children an opportunity to consolidate learning and feel more confident.  
● It motivates the children to further explore topics that interest them 
● It supports independent learning, study skills and critical thinking.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Home Reading  
In all year groups, we expect parents and carers to support their children by reading to them and/or 
hearing them read at least three times a week if not daily.  This will build on the learning we do at 
school, developing a love of stories and the excitement of being able to read independently. Daily 
reading supports children’s knowledge of how stories are structured, builds their vocabulary and 
supports their understanding of grammar. This helps them considerably across their learning. 
 
In Reception and Years 1 and 2, we expect parents or carers to read to and with their child daily, and 
sign their reading record log books to show that they have heard their child read 3 times a week. 
 
By KS2, children should be reading independently for at least 20 minutes every evening. This will help 

them to develop ‘reading stamina’ and enable them to access information from texts effectively. 

Children can create a book review in their homework journals or digitally on Purple Mash.  

 
Spelling Practise 
Children will be sent home an appropriate number of differentiated spellings. Children are encouraged 
to practise their spellings. Parents will be consulted where children are consistently not learning their 
spellings. Children may receive words again in order to practise them further. 
 
 
Maths ‘Learn It’ or multiplication facts  
Throughout the school, the children work through a progressive system for learning the basic number 
skills and their times tables using our Big Maths CLIC programme.  
 
In KS2, children have progressive ‘Learn Its’ number facts and the times table facts which should be 
practised over the week at home. At the end of the week, children will complete a ‘Beat that maths 
challenge’ for themselves and teachers to assess before moving to the next stage of their learning. 
In Reception, and Years 1, 2 and 3, children have access to ‘Numbots’ an online platform which enables 
children to learn key maths skills through motivational games which can be tracked by their teacher. 
Each child will bring home an individual username and password to sign into their Numbots account 
at the start of the academic year.  
 
The above ‘Basic skills’ homework will be given out weekly on a Friday and expected to be returned 
by the following Wednesday. 
 
 
Topic Projects  
Children in all year groups from Year 1 to Year 6 will additionally receive a half termly homework 
project grid with a range of exciting topic activities to complete alongside their basic skills tasks. They 
only need to complete one activity; however, they can do as many of the tasks as they like across the 
half term. As the expectation is only one task, they will need to put in effort and complete it to the 
best of their ability. The finished project can be handed in at any point during the half term. 
 
All children can create items to bring into class and show. For children and families who produce 
homework digitally, we have a dedicated email address to which they can send photos, videos 
power points etc. Work will be forwarded to the relevant teachers. 
homework@virginia.towerhamlets.sch.uk  
From Year 3, the children will receive a Homework Journal, which they can also record their projects.  
Great examples of homework tasks will be celebrated in assemblies, displayed in school and photos 
posted on our Instagram feed where children (#Homework Heroes) will be celebrated for their effort, 
creativity, collaboration or critical thinking. 

mailto:homework@virginia.towerhamlets.sch.uk


Homework in the Early Years 
For Nursery children, homework is not ‘set’ but we encourage daily sharing of books; reading or storytelling 

from picture books together. Children will bring home a story book each week and once ready will have a 

name writing book that they can practise their fine motor skills to write their name.       

In Reception, alongside reading log books and Numbots, sometimes key phonic sounds and key words 
are sent home to learn each week.  
 
Homework in Year 6 
Homework in year 6 tends to build during the year in order to prepare the children for their SATs and 
for secondary school. In the Spring and Summer terms, they may be given practice maths/English SATs 
papers to complete. As there is a greater volume of revision in the Spring 2 and Summer 1 half terms, 
the topic project learning becomes completely optional and children are encouraged to focus on 
revision.  
Google classroom revision sessions are also offered so that children can revise online together, 
collaborating with each other to develop essential reading, writing and maths skills ready for SATs. 
 
Holiday Homework 
During the holidays, we would expect children to continue to read. We would also suggest keeping a 
holiday diary or researching further the topic they have learnt at school. However, this is not 
compulsory. Children also need a rest from formal learning and giving your children experiences by 
taking them out and about around London are a great way of developing their understanding of the 
world. There are many free experiences for families in London. For ideas, please ask Shelly Hussain, 
our parent liaison leader for some suggestions.  
 
What happens if my child doesn’t do their homework? 
If children are not regularly completing homework, and particularly not practising reading/maths skills, 
the class teacher will discuss this with parents and carers. If the homework continues not to be done, 
particularly in KS2 and it is affecting progress, a member of the senior leadership team will meet with 
parents/carers/child to discuss the barriers. 
 

Support for parents 
If you are finding supporting your child with their homework challenging in any way, please talk to 
your child’s class teacher. 
 

School Library and Idea Store 
Children are able to use the school library to choose books to support their learning, here they can 
have some independence to select books that interest them.  
We suggest that families become members of the Bethnal Green library and the Idea Store, 
Whitechapel and visit regularly. Idea Stores in Tower Hamlets are much more than just libraries. They 
offer a wealth of free activities and learning opportunities, including art and Lego clubs and a 
homework club with staff to support the children in their research. Look at their website for more 
information: www.ideastore.co.uk 
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Expectations across the School 

 

 

Group Homework What it looks like… 

Nursery  Homework is not ‘set’ for Nursery children but we encourage sharing of books. Reading or 
storytelling from picture books to your child so they can get used to oral storytelling and print. 
Discussing the books is also important. Encourage your child to point to words or pictures as they 
are being read, together share ideas on what might happen or how the characters may be feeling.       

 
Your child will bring home a story book each week. 

Once ready your child will have a name writing book that they can practise their name writing 
skills. 

 
Receptio
n  
  

Reading to and listening to your child read daily. 
 
Children will bring home 1 book linked to their 
reading stage and 1 library book weekly. 

A Reading log for your child will be 
shared. You are expected to 
comment at least 3 times a week, 
although this doesn’t have to be 
about their school book.                                               

Maths ‘Numbots’   
 
  

Numbots enables children to learn key maths 
skills through online support which can be 
tracked by their teacher.  
10 minutes a week by Sunday evening.  

 

 

 

 

Group Homework What it looks like… 

Year 1  
Year 2  

Reading to and listening to your child read daily. 
 
Children will bring home 1 book linked to their 
reading stage and 1 library book weekly. 

A Reading log for your child will be 
shared. You are expected to 
comment at least 3 times a week, 
although this doesn’t have to be 
about their school book.                                                                                                                              

Maths ‘Numbots’   
 
  

Numbots enables children to learn key maths 
skills through online support which can be 
tracked by their teacher.  
15 minutes a week by Sunday evening.  

Topic Project Grid  

                                                 
 

Each grid lasts for a half term. Children will 
need to complete at least one activity 
however they can do as many as they like 
across the half term. 

 

 

 

 

 



Expectations across the School continued  

 

 

 

Group Homework What it looks like… 

Year 3  Reading a book independently a minimum of 
three times a week if not daily. 

Children will create a book review. 
Each review will earn them a certificate 
towards Barbara’s ‘10 best books’ reading 
challenge. 

Spellings  Weekly spellings test in class 
 

Maths ‘Numbots’   
 
  

Numbots enables children to learn key maths 
skills through online support which can be 
tracked by their teacher.  
20 minutes a week by Sunday evening.  

Topic Project Grid  

                                                      
 

Each grid lasts for a half term. Children will 
need to complete at least one activity 
however they can do as many as they like 
across the half term. 

 

 

 

Group Homework What it looks like… 

Year 4  
Year 5  

Reading a book independently a minimum of 
three times a week if not daily. 

Children will create a book review. 
Each review will earn them a certificate 
towards Barbara’s ‘10 best books’ reading 
challenge.  

Spellings  Weekly spellings test in class  
 

Learn It’s/Time tables  Weekly ‘Beat that Maths’ or times table 
challenge in class  

Topic Project Grid 

                                                 
 

Each grid lasts for a half term. Children will 
need to complete at least one activity 
however they can do as many as they like 
across the half term. 

Year 6  In addition to the above, Year 6 SATs preparation will take place from the Spring Term until the 
end of the SATs in May. Homework will include: practice papers, problem solving tasks and 
project work. These additional activities will also help children to prepare for the extra 
workload they will encounter in secondary school. 

 


