Thematic Curriculum Policy

Our Vision

At Virginia Primary School, we believe it is right for children to experience an education that nurtures their unique
potential, fosters emotional well-being, and encourages lifelong learning. We are committed to creating an
environment where every child feels included, respected, and valued, ensuring that they develop the confidence
to take ownership of their learning and the resilience to overcome challenges. Above all, we believe in equipping
children with the skills, knowledge, and character to thrive in an ever-changing world, preparing them not just for
academic success, but for meaningful, happy lives.

Rights Respecting School

We are a Right Respecting School and this policy supports the following articles from the United Nations on the
Convention on the Rights of a Child:

Article 12: right to a voice

Article 13: freedom of expression

Article 14: freedom of thought, belief and religion

Article 23: children with a disability

Article 28: right to an education

Article 29: goals of education

Article 31: right to play and relax by doing things like sports, music and drama.
Article 42: Knowledge of rights

Policy Created: September 2024

Policy Review date: September 2025

Policy Renewal Date: September 2026
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Vision and Aims

The National Curriculum

The National Curriculum Framework clearly states that schools should use the core content and skills as a basis for
developing a broader and deeper school curriculum. With the expertise of a curriculum team of subject leaders and
a strong cohesive vision from the school’s leadership, we have developed a curriculum based on a clear progression
of knowledge and skills across the subjects as well as ensuring appropriate content coverage shaped to meet the
needs of the children in our local community.

A curriculum for OUR school

We want Virginia Primary School to be a community of happy, confident, motivated lifelong learners. We want our
children to be successful citizens who value themselves, each other and the world we live in. Our curriculum reflects
the diversity of our world, enabling our children to feel represented and inspired. Areas of learning work together
to identify knowledge and skills-based links between disciplines to provide curiosity, a wide range of experiences

and learning adventures.
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A Thematic Approach

We want pupils to feel confident to make links between the knowledge they are acquiring and to be able to use
their skills to develop their understanding of key concepts and ideas. To this end we have designed a curriculum
based around cross-curricular topics that change each half term. The thematic curriculum is structured around a
knowledge-engaged approach, which emphasises a clear progression of skills integrated with substantial
knowledge content, aimed at preparing our children to become informed citizens and critical thinkers.

We have carefully designed the thematic curriculum to ensure there is appropriate coverage of the National
curriculum subjects, in a way that reflects our school community and supports our values and ethos. It supports
pupils to develop a deeper understanding of the key knowledge, concepts and skills in each subject by building on
prior learning and making meaningful connections. The Thematic Curriculum forms part of our whole school
curriculum.
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Content Drivers

Subjects and content

The Thematic Curriculum topics cover the Primary National Curriculum programs of study for History, Geography,
Art and Design Technology. Our PSHE curriculum also forms a foundational component driving topic content as

does our three leading strands; Values and Rights Respecting, Mental and Physical wellbeing and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

English plays an integral role in the thematic curriculum topics as carefully selected key texts are linked to each half-
term topic. We are committed to creating a language-rich learning environment, where pupils are immersed in
opportunities to develop their vocabulary, communication, and literacy skills. English lessons work to support the
development of the thematic topic. We know that language is the key to unlocking deeper understanding across all
subjects, and as such, we promote strong verbal and written communication in every aspect of the curriculum.
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Primary Curriculum

programs of study for History,
Geography, Art and Design
Technology. Our PSHE
curriculum follows a
programme of study as set by
PSHE Association.
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Science as a core subject is taught separately, links are made when appropriate.
Maths links are made when appropriate, including data handling and measures.
Music, PE and MFL are taught as separate subjects.

Computing follows its own scheme of work however, the use of ICT to find, present, manipulate and analyse

information is taught as part of topic work and online safety is heavily integrated throughout the topic’s
PSHE content.
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Progression and sequence of learning

Skills Progression
The National Curriculum Program of Study and

Attainment Targets sets out the content and skills

Progression of Skills and Knowled}.: -

Curriculum Area Key Stage |7

&)

that pupils are required to “know, apply and

understand” at the end of key stage 1 and key

stage 2

In order to ensure that pupils make progress in
each year of their learning journey towards these

endpoints, it is helpful to break down the program

of study into more detailed learning objectives for

each year group within a key stage

The progressions have been developed following guidance from relevant professional subject associations,
examples from other schools and collaboration with a range of education consultants and specialists.

Knowledge and conceptual understanding
The knowledge and content for each subject area within each topic is carefully mapped and planned across all
year groups and topics, to ensure the following:

® Accumulation of key knowledge and cultural capital

e Avoidance of repetition and duplication

e Coverage of key content at the right stage of learning

Diversity and representation

Throughout the thematic curriculum, we ensure that our teaching goes beyond delivering knowledge, fostering
deep conceptual understanding that embraces and celebrates diversity. Through the rich selection of themes, we
represent a range of races, religions, genders, neurodiversity, and disabilities. In English, we select books
featuring characters with different abilities, perspectives, and cultural identities. This inclusive approach ensures
every pupil sees themselves reflected in what they learn, promotes empathy, and encourages respect for others’
experiences. Such representation empowers our pupils and strengthens our community by fostering a sense of
belonging and mutual understanding.

Adaption for children with SEND

Our thematic curriculum is carefully adapted to support children with Special

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), ensuring they can engage fully and

make meaningful progress. We tailor learning activities to meet diverse needs

by using multisensory approaches, simplified language, visual aids such as k‘ | ?&T %)
N o Mg ¢

those created through Widget Online, and hands-on resources, making

Ancient Egyptian people believed

abstract concepts more accessible. Lessons are structured to offer flexible
ways to participate and succeed, such as through alternative assessments, adapted texts, or small group work.
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The Curriculum Framework

Long Term Plans: Year Group Thematic
Curriculum Maps

For each year group there is a detailed
outline map showing each half termly topic
and the areas of learning covered.

This map shows Key English texts,
educational trips, key school events, links to
other school projects, art workshops etc
The map also shows coverage of other
subjects and learning areas such as Science,
Music, Computing and PE

Medium term Plans: Half Term Topic Plans
The detailed Half term topic plan contains:

Statutory NC Subject Program of Study
Learning objectives from the skills and
knowledge progression breakdowns
Signposts to topics with prior learning in the
same area

Key content and knowledge

Key questions and vocabulary

Progression of learning objectives and
lesson aims

Resources and links

Half Term Overview Plan
Teachers create an outline of the way activities and lessons are organised over the half term, to maximise cross-
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curricular links, support progression through a subject and consider trips, visitors and other school events.

This plan will help to support teachers plan a realistic amount of work over a half term and should be completed

before the start of the half termly topic.
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Teaching and Learning

Introducing the Topic

An A3 pupil topic map is created for each pupil to launch the topic.
The pupil topic map will become the ‘contents page’ for each topic, and can support learning by:
e Making explicit links between subjects and the topic

® Providing visual stimulus to activate prior  [=imse s B | e e tend ot &7
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Learning Objectives
Teachers will make learning objectives and success criteria clear during each session or lesson and refer back to
them as necessary. Learning objectives should include subject specific skills

Organisation of time

There are no specific time allocations for subjects in the National Curriculum, but care must be taken to ensure
coverage and balance across each year group, and across both key stages.

The topics have been planned to support different subject areas to different degrees, but to give good overall
coverage across each year.

Teachers are free to arrange their afternoon timetables to make the most of cross-curricular opportunities and
the needs of pupils. Sometimes subjects and activities might be ‘blocked’ or run over successive afternoons, to
support pupils to keep focussed on concepts or to consolidate skills and to allow practical work to flow.

Other areas might be dependent on hall/room bookings and happen at a regular time each week.

Use of ICT

Although some of the ICT curriculum is covered in the Computing curriculum, there are many digital tools, media
and resources that can be used by staff and pupils to support cross-curricular work. These include:
® Using Google Classroom and Google Education tools including Docs, Slides etc

e Digital Information libraries — Espresso
e Digital publishing and presentation tools — Microsoft Office, 2Simple software, Google Docs
e Digital Media tools — Sound recording, animation, photo/film editing, painting applications

Books and presentation
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Most of the childrens outcomes in Foundation subjects are recorded and presented in a single ‘English and Topic’
book, an art Sketchbook and the children’s Dream Book. Other subjects will still have their own exercise books.

Progression and Assessment

There are detailed breakdowns for the Foundation Subjects that set out expectations of knowledge and skills for
each keystage. These should be used to ensure progression in learning from year to year.

Marking

Outcomes in books will be acknowledged and pieces that consist of substantial writing will use the school’s
marking policy on tickled pink and green for growth. Please refer to the marking policy for further details.

Addressing misconceptions

When a pupil has a misconception, it is important to grant sufficient time to explore the concept again, giving
support to build links and provide resources that will enable a child to learn from the misunderstanding. There is
the clear expectation for the teacher to provide adaptions to the termly topic plan so lessons are tailored to the
needs of their pupils and all can engage fully and make meaningful progress.

Evaluating learning in a topic

Pupils should revisit the initial topic Mind Map at the end of the half term, and add new learning and
understanding in a different colour. They can also correct any misconceptions. This will allow pupils to reflect on
their learning and learning processes. Teachers might also like to encourage more detailed feedback on the topic,
and what went well and what was less successful.

Resources

There are copies of the key texts which support topics located in the curriculum lead office. Further copies and
supporting texts alongside other resources, artefacts, textiles, posters, costumes, photos etc can be sourced from
the Tower Hamlets Schools Library Service at the Professional Development Centre ‘PDC.” The PDC is a service the
school subscribes to as it gives a wealth of resources which can be ordered directly to the school through their
request service https://towerhamlets-sls.org.uk/request-service/

For the curriculum areas art technology and design technology, all resources and materials needed to teach and
deliver lessons in the topic plans are located in the Art and DT cupboard. Each resource is labelled and directed to
it’s allocated year group. Staff should inform the curriculum lead if any further resources are needed.

On the school’s network drive, long and medium-term planning plus resources and teacher subject knowledge
guides are located in the Curriculum Framework folder. The folder is subcategorised by term and then year group.
Each academic year will have updated plans and resources to reflect the evolution and development of the
thematic curriculum.

Evaluating and updating the Thematic Curriculum

Pupil Voice Topic Focus Groups

At the conclusion of each half term, we conduct a learning review for the topic, where a group of pupils from each
year group engages in an open discussion with the curriculum lead. This provides them with an opportunity to
express their understanding of the knowledge and skills they have acquired, as well as to give feedback on how we
can enhance and expand learning opportunities. The insights gathered from the pupils lead to specific actions for
our curriculum team and teachers to implement, which are then communicated to the staff and revisited during
the subsequent term's focus group.
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The curriculum team is committed to evolving the thematic topic for the next academic year, ensuring that it adapts
to the needs of our pupils and the community while maintaining a strong focus on continuous progression in
knowledge and skills.

We carefully select focus groups in a systematic manner and keep records to guarantee that by the end of the
academic year, every child has had the opportunity to voice their opinions and contribute to the ongoing
development of our thematic curriculum.

Scrutiny

The thematic curriculum is reviewed by teachers, the curriculum team and senior leaders to ensure new
initiatives, statutory curriculum changes or key events and projects are incorporated without losing the vision and
aims.
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