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I\ Dear Parents and carers,
=) &

As we reach the end of a truly remarkable Autumn term, I find myself

reflecting on the incredible journey we have shared over the past few
School closed - Inset Day months. Our school has been a hive of activity, learning, and joy, and it is a
Monday 5™ January 2026 privilege to be part of such a vibrant community.

School opens for Pupils on First and foremost, I must extend a heartfelt thank you to our dedicated
Tuesday 6™ January 2026 staff team. Their hard work, passion, and unwavering commitment to our
children ensure that Virginia Primary is a place where every child can
flourish. Whether in the classroom, on the playground, or behind the scenes,

O S LD their dedication is the engine of our school.

Friday 9™ January 2026

To our children: you are the heart of everything we do. Thank you for your
Year 2 - Tower of London trip enthusiasm for learning, your curiosity, and for being such kind friends to
Monday 19™ January 2026 one another. You continue to be excellent advocates of our Rights Respecting
ethos, showing respect and empathy in all your daily interactions. I am so
Year 4 - Ice Skating proud of the young citizens you are becoming.
Tuesday 20™ January 2026
Yesterday was a highlight of the week as we held our Buddy Reading event.
It was truly lovely o see children from different year groups mixing
together, finding cozy corners, and sharing their favorite stories. Seeing our
older pupils supporting our younger readers and the younger ones listening
with such wonder was a beautiful reminder of the strong bonds across our
school family.

Year This week, we held our final Achievement Assemblies of the term. I am
Group Attendance % incredibly proud of every child who received an award, but more importantly,
I am proud of all the children who have consistently acted as role models.
Seeing children celebrate each other's successes with such genuine cheers
Nursery 54.10% and applause is a testament to our school spirit.

Reception 87.90% Our Winter celebration was a spectacular success! The atmosphere was filled
with festive cheer, and the songs the children sang were simply beautiful.
Thank you all for joining us to celebrate. We hope you enjoyed the

Year 1 68.00% performances and found the hot chocolate as warming as we did!

A massive thank you to our lovely parent volunteers who gave up their time to
Year 2 94.10% run the stalls. Events like these are only possible because of your generosity
and support.

Year 3 89.30% As we head into the Christmas break, I wish you all a wonderful and restful
holiday. May it be a fime of relaxation and happy memories with your loved
ones.

Year 4 92.10%

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Tuesday, 6th
Year 5 91.00% January.

Barbara

Year 6 90.00%




Changes to our MIS system Q ...

ParentPay

We would like to let you know about some changes to the systems we use in school.
From January 2026, the school will be using a new system called SIMS. This will help
us manage student information more efficiently.

As part of this change, we will also be using ParentPay for payments and School
Comms for school messages, ParentPay and SchoolComms are part of the same
system, so payments and communication will all be in one place.

e ParentPay will be used for all school payments, such as dinners, trips and other
school activities. All parents and carers will receive a ParentPay login, which will
be shared with you in the New Year.

e SchoolComms will be used to send messages updates, and important information
from the school.

We will send more information in January 2026 to explain how to use these systems
and share your login details.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office.

Update parent consent premission [’

We are updating our MIS system with the information we hold about parental consents.
Please complete the form for each child and submit at the end.

Link: https://forms.gle/ké61jcdTcoKexRVrN8

Note, if we do not receive a response, we will fake this as consent being given.

If you change your mind at any time, you can let us know by contacting the school office.




Join our Whats ‘App community

We are excited to let you know that we have set up a new
WhatsApp Community Group for our school. This will help us
share important updates, reminders, and information with you
more quickly and easily.

Link:
https://chat.whatsa

e The group is for announcements only, so parents will not pp.com/KqyMOivu
be able to reply in the group. 9lsFVPv2qv82r9

e If you need to contact the school, please continue to use
the usual communication channels.

Raffle Hamper - Winner

Rohan Dhar

in Year 3 for winning the
B ) raffle hamper




: VIRGINA PRIMARY SCHOOL
P NURSERY & RECEPTION
SEPTEMBER 2026

"'?"'«'-'-rp;,‘.,,\,_\m“i‘-“ﬁ Do you have or know someone with a child born
between 1°* September 2021 and 31°' August 2022?

You can now apply for a Nursery or Reception place at Virginia
Primary School online through eadmission:
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
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Full time spaces are available, through the 30 hour childcare scheme
for working parents. You can check if you are eligible on
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working

s SCHOOL TOUR

s Want to come and visit the school?

“ﬂ Get in touch with the office team to arrange a time

convenient for you. (Details below)

O 0207739 6195 Q virginiaRoad London E27NQ

@ www.virginia.towerhamilets.sch.uk admin@virginia.towerhamlets.sch.uk



Attendance/Extended Leave

PENALTY NOTICES
New National Framework for Penalty Notices for poor school attendance and unauthorised
leave in term time effective from 19 August 2024.

-2

TOWER HAMLETS

Per Parent, Per Child

child.

time, will result in each parent receiving two separate fines

Penalty Notices will still be issued to each parent for each absent

For example — 2 siblings being absent for unauthorised leave in term

Penalty Noti ill be i { for:

+ TermTime Leave: 5 consecutive days or more
10 sessions of unauthorised absence and/or lateness
in a 10 week period

/ First Offence \

The first time a penalty notice is
issued, the amount will be £160 per
parent, per child, if paid within 28
days.

(Reduced to £80 per parent, per
'\ child, if paid within 21 days.) /

Second Offence
The second time a penalty
notice is issued, the amount will
be £160 per parent, per child, if
paid within 28 days.

(There is no reduction for any
early payment.)

e

The third time a penalty notice is
issued, the case will be presented
straight to the Magistrates Court.

Fines of up to £2500 per parent,
per child, can be issued by the

\ courts. J/
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The best of London
in one borough

EVERY DAY

School and starts with good attendance!

100%

OUTSTANDING

NEEDS TO IMPROVE

'I :::;H.‘.E | 6 HOURS OF

LEARNING LOST

CONCERNS

] DAYS 9 HOURS OF
ABSENCE |

LEARNING LOST

ATTENDANCE LADDER

SERIOUS CONCERNS

2 DAYS 1 4 HOURS OF
ABSENCE | LEARNING LOST

Remember - your ation is important

| Road, London E1 18J

Regular attendance is essential for your
child's learning and development. Children
who attend school every day are more likely
to stay on track with their education, build
strong friendships, and develop good habits
for the future.

Every Day Counts: Even missing one or fwo
days a month can add up and affect your child's
progress.

Learning Builds Day by Day: In primary
school, each lesson builds on the one before.
Missing school can make it harder for your
child to keep up.

Social and Emotional Benefits: Being in school
helps your child develop social skills, routines,
and a sense of belonging.

Good Habits Start Early: Encouraging regular
attendance now sets the foundation for future
success in school and beyond.
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& HAF Places for Children who qualify for free
. school meals benefit, includes lunch bpeas
22 o B -

eostlondon@sportscool.org @ 07707861027
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Free holiday HAF club places are available during
Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays if your child is
registered for benefits-related free school meals.
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W Find a local club by scanning the QR code

- =:§,?if or visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/HAF
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