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Dear parents and carers,

It has been wonderful to see the children settle so quickly into their routines this week. The
energy in the classrooms is purposeful and positive as we dive deeper into our curriculum for
the Spring Term.

Our whole-school focus on the S.T.E.P. approach to Growth Mindset is in full swing. This week,
we explored how different age groups can apply these ideas to their own learning journeys.

Key Stage 1: The Power of "Yet"

Our younger learners have been reading "The Magical Yet" by Angela DiTerlizzi. This beautiful
story helped the children visualize "Yet" as a companion that stays with them when things are
difficult.

We discussed how phrases like "l can’t tie my shoelaces" or "l can’t do this sum" can be
transformed by simply adding that one magical word. It was heartening to hear the children
encouraging one another with, "You just can't do it yet!"

Key Stage 2: Strategies and Shared Success

In Key Stage 2, the focus moved toward the 'T' (Take Smaller Steps) and 'E' (Embrace Mistakes)
parts of our S.T.E.P. framework. The students looked at practical tips for developing a Growth
Mindset and had some incredibly mature discussions about what works for them.

Groups shared their own "toolkits" for when they get stuck; ranging from taking deep breaths
and using a "b-second pause," to breaking a big project down into tiny, manageable "micro-wins."
It is inspiring to see them realize that intelligence is something they can grow through strategy
and effort.

As the cold shap continues, please ensure your child comes to school with a warm coat, hat,
and gloves. We aim to get the children outside for fresh air every day, and having the right gear
makes their playtimes much more enjoyable! Please ensure all items are clearly labeled with
your child's name.

Celebrating Effort

We are looking for "Growth Mindset Champions" across the school; children who haven't
necessarily got the highest attainment, but who have shown the most resilience and used the
ST.E.P. approach to overcome a challenge.

Thank you for your continued support in reinforcing these positive messages at home.

Have a wonderful weekend

Barbara




Join our Whats App community

We are excited to let you know that we have set up a new
WhatsApp Community Group for our school. This will help us

share important updates, reminders, and information with you

more quickly and easily.

e The group is for announcements only, so parents will not

be able to reply in the group.

Link:
https://chat.wha

tsapp.com/Kqy
MOivu9lsFVPv2
qv82r9

e If you need to contact the school, please continue to use

the usual communication channels.
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Nursery 97.90%

Reception 96.00%
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Key Dates

Year 2 Trip - Tower of London
Monday 19™ January 2026

THEWS workshop - Positive Parenting
Tuesday 20™ January 2026 @9am

Year 4 - Ice Skating
Session 1
Tuesday 20™ January 2026

Y5 Trip - Soanes Centre
Monday 26™ January 2026

Year 4 - Ice Skating
Session 2
Tuesday 27™ January 2026

Y3 Trip - National History Museum
Friday 30™ January 2026




Changes to our MIS system Q ..o

ParentPay

We would like to let you know about some changes to the systems we use in school.
From January 2026, the school will be using a new system called SIMS. This will help
us manage student information more efficiently.

As part of this change, we will also be using ParentPay for payments and School
Comms for school messages, ParentPay and SchoolComms are part of the same
system, so payments and communication will all be in one place.

e ParentPay will be used for all school payments, such as dinners, trips and other
school activities. All parents and carers will receive a ParentPay login, which will
be shared with you in the New Year.

e SchoolComms will be used to send messages updates, and important information
from the school.

Please do not make any payments to our bank account. We will set the payments
on Parent Pay once it has been set up.

Update parent consent premission [’

We are updating our MIS system with the information we hold about parental consents.
Please complete the form for each child and submit at the end.

Link: https://forms.gle/ké61jcdTcoKexRVrN8

Note, if we do not receive a response, we will fake this as consent being given.

If you change your mind at any time, you can let us know by contacting the school office.




: VIRGINA PRIMARY SCHOOL
PN NURSERY & RECEPTION
SEPTEMBER 2026

"'?"'«'-'-rp;,‘.,,\,_ws“i‘c Do you have or know someone with a child born
between 1°* September 2021 and 31°' August 2022?

You can now apply for a Nursery or Reception place at Virginia
Primary School online through eadmission:
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

School website

Full time spaces are available, through the 30 hour childcare scheme
for working parents. You can check if you are eligible on
https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working

SCHOOL TOUR

* Want to come and visit the school?

M Get in touch with the office team to arrange a time

convenient for you. (Details below)

O 0207739 6195 Q virginia Road London E27NQ

@ www.virginia.towerhamilets.sch.uk admin@virginia.towerhamlets.sch.uk



TUESDAY
20 THEWS WORKSHOP

JANUARY

POSITIVE
PARENTING

HELP AND SUPPORT WITH MANAGING
BEHAVIOUR DIFFICULTIES AT HOME

OPENTO ALL PARENTS

Eiak 'EDUCRTION"'
,WEL_IBEING.

L THEWS —

FOR MORE INFORMATION SPEAK WITH RUTH




Ouvur Learning this week....

Year 2

We have been learning about the Great Fire of London. We have written
diary entries imagining that we were in London at the time of the fire.

Year 4

We have been learning about solids, liquids and gases, also known as the
three states of matter. We explored examples such as water as a liquid,
sand as a solid and helium as a gas.

Year 6

We have been learning about William Shakespeare, who was a famous
writer and playwright. We were reading a book called Macbeth and have
also created a short biography about William Shakespeare, learning about
his early life, family, London life, the Globe Theatre, and his death.




Special Mentions
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